
(1) Standard bike racks are relatively easy to install.  Bike racks installed in highly visible 
areas provide visual cues that a street corridor or district is accessible for bicyclists.  All 
bike racks highlighted in this section should be installed in well-lit areas and in close prox-
imity to building entrances.

(2) Bike racks can be set up on the street within the right-of-way, particularly in area that 
can sacrifice one or two on-street parking spaces to accommodate the racks.  While not 
feasible along Rand Road, curbside bike racks may be more feasible on side streets that 
feed onto Rand Road or internal roadways such as those serving Randhurst Village.

(3) Vertical bike racks take up less space on the ground and can help dress up a blank 
wall.

(4) Bike storage cages or bins provide protection from the elements.

(5) Bike rack areas can utilize pervious materials to promote sustainable practices.

(6) Communities can brand bike racks, such as this street-side rack in Lake Geneva.  The 
Village could explore options to brand racks specifically for the Rand Road Corridor or 
Mount Prospect as a whole.

(7) Bike racks paired with bus stops can help promote transit ridership.  This may be par-
ticularly appealing to a resident who may wish to take one of the four bus routes serving 
Rand Road but can only (or prefers to) access the bus stop by bike.

(8) Bike racks can be fun with creative and whimsical designs like this tomato-shaped 
children’s bike rack.  Local symbols like Prospect High School’s Knight mascot, Hersey 
High School’s Huskies mascot, or the Village logo may lend inspiration to a unique bike 
rack design for Mount Prospect.
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(1) (2) Pedestrian crossings should provide a safe and visible access. Where necessary, 
they may include refuge for pedestrians at the midpoint of the roadway.  Low-level 
landscaping, curbs, and decorative pavers can be installed to help accentuate the crossing 
to motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists. All roadway crossings should comply with ADA 
standards to ensure safe access for all abilities and ages.  Raised crosswalks are not 
appropriate for Rand Road or permitted by IDOT along State Routes.

(3) (4) Decorative pavers, road stamping, and striping are effective ways to accentuate a 
crosswalk, providing visual cues to motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

(5) Sidewalks along the street should connect to nearby businesses, particularly if such 
businesses integrate sidewalks and crosswalks within their sites.  One notable example 
along the Rand Road Corridor is this sidewalk connection to the Dunkin Donuts/Baskin 
Robbins store located south of Menards, which provides a sidewalk leading from Rand 
Road to a crosswalk and the front entrance of the store.  Other notable examples are 
located along Elmhurst Road for restaurant outlots on the west side of Randhurst Village.

(6) Landscaping in parking lots can help create a more inviting pedestrian experience by 
softening the hardscapes, creating green buffers along sidewalks, and providing shade 
relief.  Landscaping also reduces the amount of impervious surfaces in a parking lot.

(7) For businesses that provide parking at the sides or rear of the building, pedestrian 
walkways should be provided so that patrons can safely walk from their cars to the build-
ing’s main entrance.  These walkways can be constructed of pervious materials rather 
than concrete to help reduce impervious surfaces and add variation in the materials and 
textures on the site.

1 2 3 4
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The Englewood Line is an elevated railroad
that is being proposed as a trail to add critical
recreational space in Englewood.

SURVEY ADMINISTERED BY:
GROW GREATER ENGLEWOOD, CITY OF
CHICAGO & TESKA ASSOCIATES, INC.

D
A

M
E
N 59TH ST

58TH ST

H
A

L
S
T
E
D

A
S
H

L
A

N
D

R
A

C
IN

E

HERMITAGE
PARK

BON TEMPSBON TEMPS

LINDBLOM
PARK

ENGLEWOOD LINE

2: How often do you visit these places in the neighborhood?

1: How do you get around the neighborhood?

Bike/Divvy
Walk
CTA (Bus)
CTA (El)
Car

DAILY
A FEW TIMES
PER MONTH

A FEW TIMES
PER YEAR

RARELY
OR NEVER

Lindblom Park
Hermitage Park
Sherman Park
Ogden Park
Moran Playground Park
Honore Street Farm
Wood Street Farm
Hermitage Street Community Garden
Eat To Live (E2L) Englewood
Kennedy King College
West Englewood Branch Library
Whole Foods / Englewood Square

A FEW TIMES
PER WEEK

ONCE PER
MONTH

A FEW TIMES
PER YEAR

RARELY
OR NEVER

3: Have you been on any of these trails?

Lake Shore Path
Major Taylor Trail
The 606
Forest Preserve District Trails
(E.G., PALOS TRAIL, CAL SAG)

YES NO

4: What elements do you look for in a trail?
SELECT ALL THAT APPLY

BENCHES

LIGHTING

BIKE RACKS

BIKE PUMPS

FOUNTAINS

SIGNS

MAPS

INFO KIOSKS

MILE MARKERS

OTHER:

LANDSCAPING

NATURAL SURFACE

PAVED SURFACE

RECYCLING/TRASH BINS

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS!SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS!
WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR THE ENGLEWOOD LINE?WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR THE ENGLEWOOD LINE?

For more information: www.englewoodline.org

Please join us for a w
alking tour and

community vision session 
regarding the

proposed Englewood Line Trail. Come

share your thoughts
 on how to convert

the former elevated freight rail line

between 58th and 59th Streets into a

trail for the community.

SPONSORED BY:

GROW GREATER ENGLEWOOD

& CITY OF CHICAGO

WALKING TOUR &WALKING TOUR &

COMMUNITY VISION

SESSIONSESSION
SAT, NOVEMBER 5, 2016 
SAT, NOVEMBER 5, 2016 | 9:30-10:30 AM| 9:30-10:30 AM

MEET AT:
GROWING HOME WOOD STREET FARM

5814 S. WOOD STREET

CHICAGO, IL 60636 
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FIGURE 1.2
Sub-Planning Areas for the Lake Street Corridor

Corridor Planning Approach

With the four core tenets of CMAP’s GO TO 2040 Plan 
as a foundation, the planning approach for the Lake 
Street Corridor utilizes existing data from the County, 
the corridor communities, transportation agencies, and 
other relevant organizations to generate a solid baseline 
from which to build strategies that guide the progressive 
evolution of the corridor.  In addition, the approach inte-
grates feedback from community members and stake-
holders to ensure the plan is supported at the municipal 
level.

Given the expansive coverage of the Lake Street Corridor, 
the Study Area is organized into seven sub-planning 
areas, as depicted in Figure 1.2.  Each sub-planning area 
represents a cluster of unincorporated areas along the 
corridor, as well as embodies distinct characteristics that 
emphasize the diverse conditions, issues, and oppor-
tunities throughout the Study Area.  For example, Area 
1 includes Medinah Country Club and the Nordic Park 
community, while Area 7 is presently comprised of a sod 
farm, golf driving range, and open space.

Community input and corridor issues and opportunities 
are summarized in Section 2 of this study.
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1 | Introduction

(1) As space permits in the right-of-way, all bus stops should be outfitted with a shelter 
that includes a roof, bench, Pace bus schedule, and sign indicating the Pace bus routes 
that make stops at each location.  For those bus routes serving a nearby Metra commuter 
rail station, a map of the bus service route would be helpful, particularly for transit riders 
who may be unfamiliar with the route.  These amenities provide transit riders with a safe 
place to wait for a bus, including protection from inclement weather and a schedule to 
know when to expect the next bus.  If resources and right-of-way allow, bus shelters with 
electronic real-time bus trackers are encouraged so that transit riders have a more exact 
indication as to when to expect the next bus.  Mount Prospect presently has a contract 
with ICSC to provide shelters, which specifies design characteristics of a standard shelter.  
As a result, certain design elements noted above would need to be discussed with ICSC.

(2) At minimum, each bus stop should have a concrete waiting pad and sign posting the 
Pace bus routes that make stops at each location and a general daily schedule of each bus 
route.  The signs should be highly visible for pedestrians, bus drivers, and other motorists.  
Bus stop locations must also be coordinated with Pace’s posted stops program, with stop 
improvements being implemented as feasible.

(3) Bus shelters should have an appropriate level of lighting to ensure safety for transit 
riders awaiting a bus during the dark hours of night and early morning. [Note: Pace and 
IDOT are not responsible for lighting along the corridor.]

(4) Sidewalks and other pedestrian connections should be integrated with all bus shelters 
to ensure riders can safely access nearby businesses and intersections.  This example 
shows an appropriate pedestrian connection from a bus shelter to restaurants and retail 
uses along Elmhurst Road on the west side of Randhurst Village.

(5) Bus shelters provide opportunities for public art to help dress up the streetscape and 
provide visual interest for transit riders waiting for the bus.  Art pieces, however, should 
provide appropriate scale and intensity to avoid conflicts with pedestrian safety, access, 
and visibility, particularly from the bus driver’s perspective.

NOTE: Coordination with Pace and other 
vendors or providers is necessary to 
determine which party is responsible for 
the installation and maintenance of transit 
amenities, as well as ensure that these 
amenities align with transit supportive land 
uses, help create a sense of place, and 
advance safe pedestrian access.  Pace’s 
Transit Supportive Guidelines and DRAFT 
Program are useful resources.
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(1) The Village presently has one welcome monument sign along the corridor at the 
northwest corner of Rand Road and Central Road.  The Village may consider constructing 
similar welcome monument signs at two other key Rand Road intersections, Euclid Ave-
nue and Camp McDonald Road (as noted in the 2000 Corridor Improvement Plan), which 
both mark entry into Mount Prospect from neighboring communities.

(2) Vertical signage can provide greater visibility along a high traffic corridor like Rand 
Road, particularly signs that have distinct features that catch the eyes of passersby and 
emphasize the identity of Mount Prospect.  Vertical signs, which could be designed to 
reflect the current model, are typically placed at key entry points into a corridor or com-
munity for maximum impact, but they can also be placed at key intersections or midpoints 
along the corridor.

(3) (4) Randhurst Village is a good example of a major development with multiple busi-
nesses and tenants using signage to help brand itself along Rand Road.  Even a multi-
tenant strip retail center or office complex can take a similar approach to brand its image.

(5) Landscaping can help enhance the vibrancy of a monument sign.  Landscaping can 
also screen ancillary features like light fixtures and utility boxes related to the sign.

(6) Businesses should be provided with a certain level of flexibility to provide creative signs 
that highlight their logos and colors using different construction materials and designs.

(7) Interior directional signage is encouraged within large parking lots to help navigate 
drivers to the entrance and exit points of the lot.  This is even more important for existing 
sites that may experience a reorientation of their parking lot or site access points due to 
new development or site consolidation.

(8) Directory signs have greater visibility and user-friendliness when constructed in a ver-
tical manner such that the map and information is visible from a distance and at eye level.

NOTE: All signs provided in the public 
right-of-way are subject to review per 
IDOT’s policies and roadside safety.

4

8

21

75 6

3

VILLAGE OF MOUNT PROSPECT | RAND ROAD CORRIDOR PLAN28

February 20174 |  DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR PUBLIC & PRIVATE PROPERTIES

GATEWAY & SIGNAGE
DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR PUBLIC & PRIVATE PROPERTIES

(1) Improvements to Randhurst Village – from bringing buildings closer to 
the street, creating a more pedestrian-oriented environment, and providing 
a unique open air experience – serve as an exemplary local model for place-
making along the Rand Road Corridor.  While these steps were completed at 
a large scale for Randhurst Village, they can be adapted for smaller sites, a 
single development, or a group of developments.

(2) Open plazas provide flexibility for a variety of activities and amenities, 
such as community events, sidewalk sales, benches, outdoor seating and 
dining, bicycle racks, etc.  While plazas work well in a large center like 
Randhurst Village, a plaza can be successful on a smaller site if designed 
properly.  Possible designs include bringing the building close to the sidewalk 
and street, providing connectivity between the plaza and sidewalks, and 
attracting businesses that would utilize the plaza for its own activities (e.g., 
outdoor dining, displays, seating, etc.).

(3) Public art is a creative means to build up a corridor’s identity.  The Village 
could work with local artists or arts students and commission a public art 
project via permanent or temporary art pieces like sculptures.  The butterfly 
public art pieces that were positioned at various spots around Downtown 
Mount Prospect are an example of this idea.

(4) Banners are commonly hoisted on light poles along a corridor, but other 
elements like welcome monument signs and vertical gateway markers that 
share a common design and materials palette can help define the Rand 
Road Corridor as a distinct place within Mount Prospect.  Signs placed within 
IDOT right-of-way will require adherence to IDOT’s monument policy.
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(1) Masonry construction is a strong design element in Mount Prospect and should 
be encouraged as new buildings are proposed and constructed in the Rand Road 
Corridor.  Visual appeal of the building construction, materials, and massing should 
be maintained on sides of the building to encourage consistency through 360° archi-
tecture, and discourage completely blank or monotonous rear and side façades.

(2) Large glass windows and doors are encouraged to enable ambient light to filter 
into buildings and provide visibility to interior spaces.  Paired with metal or fabric 
awnings, the integration of large glass windows and doors also helps to break up the 
monotony of masonry façades.

(3) While masonry construction is highly encouraged, other materials like metal and 
glass may also be used as complimentary materials.

(4) The architectural styles seen in Downtown Mount Prospect may provide design 
cues for buildings along the Rand Road Corridor.

(5) Rear and side façades that face the public right-of-way should maintain visual 
appeal with 360° architecture and integrate signage for businesses that desire 
visibility on these secondary or tertiary frontages.  This is of particular importance 
for developments located at street intersections or within a larger site, like Randhurst 
Village, that has its own interior road system.

(6) Utilizing the same materials in the primary building and signage can create a 
more cohesive development with a shared design palette.
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Transportation is just as important a 
component to community planning 
as land use and zoning, where they 
typically go hand in hand.  My approach 
to transportation and corridor planning is 
predicated on providing safe and efficient 
access for all users: bicyclists, pedestrians, 
motorists, and transit riders.  This also 
includes equitable access, regardless of 
physical and economic means and social 
identities, so everyone can get to their 
destinations and seek opportunities.

In addition to standalone transportation 
and corridor projects, these subjects 
are commonly core aspects of other 
projects that I have completed, such as 
comprehensive plans, neighborhood 
plans, and transit oriented development 
(TOD) plans.

TRANSPORTATION & CORRIDOR PLANNING
119th Street Corridor Plan | CHICAGO, IL
65th Street Corridor Market Feasibility Study | BEDFORD PARK, IL
Broadway Avenue Corridor Plan | MELROSE PARK, IL
Elm Street Corridor Streetscape Master Plan | CANTON, IL
Englewood Line Nature Trail Implementation Strategy | CHICAGO, IL
Galena Boulevard Corridor Area Plan | AURORA, IL
Lake Street Corridor Planning Study | DUPAGE COUNTY, IL
Lincoln/Western Retail Corridor Study | OLYMPIA FIELDS & CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL
Prairie Parkway Intersection Concept Plans | KENDALL COUNTY, IL
Rand Road Corridor Plan | MOUNT PROSPECT, IL
Roosevelt Road Corridor Planning Study | DUPAGE COUNTY, IL
Route 6/Brisbin Road Corridor Study | MORRIS, IL
Route 83 Corridor Land Use Plan | DUPAGE COUNTY, IL l
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