
·Build upon current
efforts to advance the

La Cultura Cura
concept that provide

for culturally and
historically relevant

school curricula.

Emphasize language and
literacy in early

childhood programming. 

Establish a
restorative justice

cohort in local high
schools. 

Coordinate with local schools to
shift from transitional bilingual

education to dual language. 

Goal: Logan Square will provide a network of
schools and youth spaces with opportunities
that honor culture, support mental health,
nurture restorative justice, and encourage
community stewardship.
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SENIOR FRIENDLY HOUSING (BLOCK 11)
By renovating existing housing structures to 
accommodate a mix of new senior-friendly 

residential units on the ground floor and 
one bedroom units on second floor, the 

proposed concept introduces units that cater 
to the community’s senior population and 

need for one bedroom units.

INTERGENERATIONAL HOUSING (BLOCK 13)
Renovation of existing housing structures 

for intergenerational housing units 
will accommodate families that have 

grandparents caring for grandchildren (or 
similar senior/youth family structure).

FAMILY HOUSING (BLOCK 16)
Rehabilitation of existing housing structures 

on Block 16 will provide family housing 
adjacent to Larry Hawkins High School and 
previously rehabilitated housing on Block 6.

FAMILY HOUSING (BLOCK 7)
Rehabilitation of existing housing structures 
on Block 7 will provide family housing that 
builds upon prior housing investments and 

contributes  amenities such as play spaces, 
pedestrian connections to a new Market 

Commons, and educational campus.

FAMILY HOUSING (BLOCK 12)
Renovation of existing housing structures 
for family housing units will be enhanced 
with play spaces, pergola, and enhanced 

views to expanded Carver Park.

FAMILY HOUSING (BLOCK 8)
The existing housing structures 
on Block 8 will be rehabilitated 
for family housing units. Existing 
structures presently being used 
for non-residential use, such as 
management offices, will return 
to their original residential use.

Housing
Build upon housing investments and 
investigate housing opportunities and 
needs for all types of housing

PRINCIPLE
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20,000
Square feet of new space that 
will accommodate  (6)  retail 
and  (7)  expanded healthcare 
facilities, which will provide 
goods, services, and jobs to 
residents within Altgeld Gar-
dens.

100
Percent of housing units eli-
gible for the National Historic 
Register will be preserved and 
rehabilitated.

94
Percent, or 1,857 units, of all 
housing units in Altgeld Gar-
dens and Philip Murray Homes 
will be preserved and rehabil-
itated.  The remaining 6% will 
be repurposed to accommo-
date expansion of Carver Park 
to provide more spaces for 
recreation.

152
Units will be rehabbed for 
senior friendly and intergenera-
tional households.

83,000
Square feet of area for new or 
expanded community facilities, 
including:  (1)  a new library 
and community center along 
131st Street;  (2)  repurposing 
of School Building C to accom-
modate the early childhood 
center and GED/job training;  
(3)  rehabbing of the existing 
fieldhouse to accommodate 
management facilities, meeting 
spaces, and a police substation; 
(4)  a relocated maintenance 
building; and  (5)  a new Park 
District Fieldhouse and Environ-
mental Center.
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2
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PRESERVE | REPURPOSE | REINVIGORATE

WWith a planning process originally defined in 2002 and re-
fined over the next decade through planning efforts with the 
six original ANPI neighborhoods, ANPI provided the gen-
eral framework for the planning process for the University 
Neighbors Neighborhood.  An overview of ANPI is provid-
ed below.  This chapter also summarizes information on the 
University Neighbors study area, the planning team, and the 
neighborhood planning process.

OVERVIEW OF ANPI
As the timeline in Figure 2.1 illustrates, the City of Aurora has 
taken a proactive stance in working with its neighborhoods 
to identify common issues and develop solutions since Feb-
ruary 2000.  The Neighborhood Revitalization Team (NRT), 
comprised of neighborhood representatives and City staff, 
spent several months identifying common issues confront-
ing Aurora’s established neighborhoods.  At the conclusion 
of its work, the group formulated a number of recommenda-
tions that included sponsorship of two neighborhood-orient-
ed programs:

q Formation of the Aurora Neighborhood Council 
(ANC): The first NRT program would allow ongoing 
dialogue between the City and its neighborhoods to 
address a variety of issues.  The implementation of 
this recommendation was the formation of the Auro-
ra Neighborhood Council (ANC), a type of “one-stop 
shop” for neighborhoods to access City services.  The 
ANC is made up of neighborhood representatives and 
is served by representatives of each City department. FIGURE 2.1

Timeline: ANPI Over Time

2000: Formation of Neighborhood Revitalization Team (NRT)

2002: Creation of Aurora
Neighborhood Planning Initiative
(ANPI) and ANPI Handbook

2003-2007: First six neighborhoods participate in ANPI

1: Bardwell Area
2: Big Woods/Marmion
3: Near West Galena
4: South East Villages
5: McCarty Burlington
6: Light of the Community

2009: ANPI Handbook is updated and baseline research 
conducted for the City’s other neighborhoods

2014: University Neighbors is the 7th ANPI neighborhood

>> October 2003
>> January 2005
>> June 2005
>> December 2005
>> November 2007
>> January 2008

2001: Formation and establishment of 
Aurora Neighborhood Council (ANC)

University Neighbors Neighborhood Plan
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2NEIGHBORHOOD
PLANNING PROCESS

CHAPTER 2

Pioneering one of the first comprehensive neighborhood planning efforts in 
the Chicago region back in 2002, the City of Aurora developed the Aurora 
Neighborhood Planning Initiative (ANPI) as a community-based process to 
guide residents and stakeholders in shaping and strengthening the identity, 
vibrancy, and diversity of Aurora’s interwoven fabric of neighborhoods.

Neighborhood spaces
Logan Square will provide safe and
accessible community spaces to improve
public health, celebrate culture,
encourage commerce, support youth, and
embrace immigrants.

Build upon ongoing open
space efforts around the

CTA Blue Line Logan Square
Station, including La Placita

and the redesign of the
station canopy.

Capitalize on new open
space opportunities like the
rotary redesign and market
plaza, Mega Mall north and

south sites, and Grace
United/Unity Park site.
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Goal: Logan Square will build a safe and accessible
network of community spaces that provide
opportunities for health, recreation,
commerce, and culture.

Community Art Studio

During my 16+ year tenure at my 
previous employer, I played an integral 
role in building the firm’s community 
development practice, particularly 
neighborhood planning.  I have an affinity 
for community development projects due 
to their enduring focus on elements that 
help to build equitable communities, from 
housing, coalitions, and capacity building 
to education, wrap-around services, and 
grassroots initiatives.  In fact, fundamental 
approaches to community development 
underlie the core principles of Egret+Ox 
Planning.

While community development is 
primarily based on building strong 
relationships at the neighborhood level, 
I have had the opportunity to work 
with highly reputable organizations 
like Enterprise Community Partners, 
Habitat for Humanity, and LISC Chicago 
to advance initiatives that take a holistic 
approach to building strong communities 
at the grassroots level.

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING
Aurora Neighborhood Planning Initiative | AURORA, IL
Avondale Neighborhood Plan | CHICAGO, IL
Back of the Yards Quality of Life Neighborhood Plan | CHICAGO, IL
Bardwell Area Neighborhood Plan | AURORA, IL
Big Woods Marmion Neighborhood Plan | AURORA, IL
Elgin Neighborhood Planning Initiative Handbook | ELGIN, IL
Joliet East Side Plan | JOLIET, IL
Light of the Community Neighborhood Plan | AURORA, IL
Logan Square Blue Line eTOD Neighborhood Plan | CHICAGO, IL
McCarty Burlington Neighborhood Plan | AURORA, IL
McGaw Park Neighborhood Plan | FITCHBURG, WI
Near West Galena Neighborhood Plan | AURORA, IL
North Coventry Neighborhood Strategy Plan | CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH
Southeast Villages Neighborhood Plan | AURORA, IL
University Neighborhood Plan | AURORA, IL
Washington Park Green Line South Action Plan | CHICAGO, IL
Washington Park Quality of Life Neighborhood Plan | CHICAGO, IL

HOUSING
Affordable Housing Health Action Plans | OAKLAND & SANTA ROSA, CA
Altgeld Gardens Philip Murray Homes Master Plan | CHICAGO, IL
Colorado HB1271 Affordable Housing Grants | COLORADO
Fremont County Affordable Housing Audit | FREMONT COUNTY, CO
Homes for a Changing Region | DUPAGE COUNTY, IL
Housing Lake County Coalition | LAKE COUNTY, IL [CMAP]
Kane County Housing Readiness Plan | KANE COUNTY, IL [CMAP]
McHenry County Housing Readiness Plan | KANE COUNTY, IL [CMAP]

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Greater Frogtown CDC Strategic Plan | ST. PAUL, MN 
Habitat Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative
  | CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL; DUPAGE COUNTY, IL; PHILADELPHIA, PA; VALDOSTA, GA
HUD NSP2 Federal Grant Application | CHICAGO, IL
LISC Chicago Quality of Life Plan Modeling Initiative | CHICAGO, IL

A
Chicago | Fort Collins
(847) 971-5131
todd@egretandox.com
www.egretandox.com
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